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been too long and too rigid, and have carried with them options for 
additional loans that are necessarily disadvantageous to China; that 
railway loans have in so many cases provided for foreign operating 
control of the lines concerned; all of these evils, of which every student 
of Chinese affairs is aware, are pointed out. 

As regards constructive criticism, Dr. Huang recommends that every 
possible opportunity be seized by the Chinese government to consolidate 
its public loans, to simplify and moderate their terms, and to take steps 
looking towards their payment from taxes or other ordinary sources of rev- 
enue. In his concluding paragraph the fact is recognized, that these re- 
sults cannot be reached until parliamentary control over public finance is 
more complete, and a more honest and efficient body of public servants 
is secured. The monograph closes with thesentence: "Perhaps for the 
time being it may be necessary to supplement the civil service system 
with a voluntary and non-political employment of foreign technical 
experts for assistance, as China can reform and reorganize the whole 
country more expeditiously by relying on expert guidance." The 
reviewer would make this statement still stronger. There must, in 
his opinion, be not only guidance but a certain amount of overhead 
control. The foreign experts must be authorized not only to advise, 
but, in many matters, to dictate. 



W. W. WlLLOUGHBY. 



Johns Hopkins University. 



The Conflict of Laws Relating to Bills and Notes. By Efnest 
G. Loeenzen. (New Haven: Yale University Press. 1919. 
Pp. 337.) 

In these days when so much commercial intercourse hurdles state 
and national boundaries, it is little less than a disgrace that the rights 
flowing from commercial paper should be so often dependent upon the 
choice of a forum by the unsatisfied creditor. Yet the jurisdictions of 
the world vary not only in their law of bills and notes but in their law 
of conflict of laws applicable to bills and notes. This sad state of 
affairs has prompted Professor Lorenzen to make an exhaustive study 
of the divergencies that exist, to outline the practical and theoretical 
considerations for and against each particular rule, and to suggest 
which should be adopted in a uniform code so that the evils of the 
present chaos may be abolished. 
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The matters dealt with are highly technical, and the work offers a 
diet that can be digested only by specialists. It affords a valuable 
model for similar studies in many other fields and serves to remind us 
that many important problems of government remain for consideration 
after the last college course in political science has been completed. 
Professor Lorenzen shows some signs of enjoying more faith in the 
possibility of attaining uniformity of law than the present state of the 
world justifies. People do not lightly give up the rules with which they 
are familiar, even when convinced that both theoretical and practical 
considerations are against them. But such studies as this are neces- 
sary first steps in any effort to improve the situation. 

Thomas Reed Powell. 

Columbia University. 

MINOR NOTICES 

Ludendorff's Own Story (N. Y. and London. Harper & Bros., 2 
vols., 477, 473 pp.), like other personal narratives of the world war 
already published, is of interest, not only for the record of military 
events by one of the most prominent military leaders, but also for the 
light it throws on the mental attitude and processes of the author. 
Students of government and political science will find in it information 
on the administration of occupied territory in the East, difficulties 
due to the absence of a unified command in the Eastern theater, 
conflicts between the military and political authorities in the German 
government, and the increasing activity of the army general head- 
quarters in political and diplomatic affairs. After an introductory 
chapter on "My Thoughts and Actions," and one on "Liege," the main 
body of the work falls into two large divisions, dealing with the author's 
service as chief of the general staff on the Eastern front (from August 
22, 1914, to August 28, 1916), and as first quartermaster-general (from 
August 29, 1916, to October 26, 1918). 

An interesting account of the way in which the work of the com- 
mittee on public information was carried on during the war is con- 
tained in Vira B. Whitehouse's A Year as a Government Agent (Harper 
& Bros., 316 pp.). The author was in charge of the committee's affairs 
in Switzerland and her account of her difficulties and achievements, the 
former particularly, is both readable and illuminating. Of especial 



